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A message from our director

Jody L. Levitt

The word I would use for 2019 is transition. Maya Angelou said, “We delight in the beauty of the 
butterfly, but rarely admit the changes it has gone through to achieve that beauty.” Each child at 
our Center transitions from one stage of life to another. It is a powerful experience watching an 
infant become a toddler and continue to develop and grow through preschool. The ultimate joy 
is watching them graduate to kindergarten. Each one is beautiful and inspiring because of their 
individualism, their energy and their enthusiasm for life. Each time a child transitions to a new 
classroom, their world expands, they find new friends and are positively influenced by different 
teachers. The children at our Center fill every day with wonderment and remind us (the adults) that 
the world is a marvelous and fascinating place when you take time to experience it one moment at 
a time. Our children have helped us, the staff, to appreciate and learn something new each day.

We have used the South Carolina Early Learning Standards for Birth to Age Five as a basis to 
create individualized portfolios and capture the progress made by the children. During 2019, 
the PreK 3 and PreK 4 classrooms tracked each child’s individual progress towards readiness for 
kindergarten. The evolution of learning the standards in conjunction with tracking each child’s 
progress has been a work in progress. During the 2020 program year, we will expand the use of 
these portfolios to our infant and toddler classrooms. The ultimate goal is the ability to ensure all 
children are making developmentally appropriate progress as they grow, and that our teachers 
have the necessary resources to provide what the children need.

This year brought new leadership to our Board of Trustees. Board Chair Barbara Pawlishyn has 
actively ensured each Board committee is using the approved strategic plan, approved in late 
2018, as a document to guide their work. Quarterly updates on progress were made at monthly 
Board Meetings and to kick-off 2020, each committee revised their annual goals based on 
progress made to date. The strategic areas of focus include Staff Excellence, Financial Stability, 
Educational Commitment, Leadership Development and Community Awareness. As Board Chair 
Barbara Pawlishyn’s leadership continues through 2020, many of the objectives within the plan are 
being accomplished.

Last year sixteen enthusiastic, energetic and bright young people graduated from The Children’s 
Center. Seven of these children enrolled at our Center as infants or toddlers and grew through the 
program. Last year’s parents used words like “family,” “prepared,” “home,” “exceptional,” and 
“amazing” when sharing their thoughts about their child’s experience at The Children’s Center. Our 
teachers are some of the most special individuals I have ever had the privilege to work alongside. 
They inspire me daily with their creativity, love and commitment. As these children move to public 
school, there is no doubt in my mind the transition will be positive and they will be ready for a 
great start to life!

Executive Director
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• Sixteen children graduated to kindergarten.

• Maintained our average monthly enrollment of 176 children, age 6 weeks to 8 years.

• Implementation of a program to incorporate new South Carolina Early Learning Standards (birth to 

five) in both lesson planning and student evaluation.

• Continued partnership with Deep Well to provide weekend meals to our neediest families.

• New volunteer recruitment and training program increased the number of community volunteers 

regularly involved in our classrooms.

• 100% of first and second graders in Summer Camp maintained or increased their literacy skills over 
the summer months.  100% of kindergarteners maintained or increased their math skills during that 

same time.

• The Board of Trustees regularly reviewed progress on the approved strategic plan, made necessary 

adjustments and accomplished numerous objectives.

• The Children’s Center logo was trademarked.

• We increased our social media presence, providing quality parental information in conjunction with 

Center news.

• Communication with community partners, donors and parents was provided monthly through a new 

E-News format.

• The Children’s Center increased our Google reviews and have achieved a five star rating.

2019 HIGHLIGHTS
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EARLY EDUCATION: 
WHY IT MATTERS
• We are born with about 100 billion brain cells
• 85% of brain growth happens in the first 3 years of life
• 1 million NEW neural connections/second made daily

The speed of brain development is fastest from birth to age 5 and is also the most important.  
A newborn at birth has most of the brain cells they will ever have, but relatively fewer connections, 
the circuits among the different cells. A baby forms 700 new neural connections per second in the 
first years of life.

An infant’s brain is dependent on responsiveness from adults. So all those adorable things that 
babies do right from the beginning -- coos, gurgles, sounds and smiles -- how an adult responds 
to those coos and gurgles help shape the brain circuitry. The baby does something, the adult 
responds back. Vice versa. It’s all about how the how the baby feels – is she in an environment that 
is safe, loving and enriching?

Brain development in the area of language, the synapses needed to learn language, peak at 9 – 10 
months of age.  Many higher cognitive functions peak at 1 year of age. Language has been shown 
to be a predictor of success. Researchers see differences in children’s vocabulary as early as 18-24 
months. We know that 3rd grade reading scores can predict future life success, but did you 
know that 18 month vocabulary can predict 3rd grade reading skills?

Research shows us that many children from low income households are at a disadvantage in the 
area of brain development, language development and loving caregiver involvement.  So, if these 
children do not receive the important interactions to develop those positive brain connections, 
their vocabulary development is lacking  - they will enter kindergarten well behind their peers.  
Statistics show they are less likely to graduate high school, have poor health habits and more likely 
to become a part of the expense of crime and poverty to the American taxpayer.

The brain forms as 
many as 700 neural 

connections per second 
before the age of 5.

Students with early 
education are 29% more 
likely to graduate from 

high school.

Every $1 invested in early 
education equals as much 

as $13 saved in future 
costs to our society.

BY THE NUMBERS
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2019 Revenue Sources

2019 Expenses

 Tuition and Fees

 Government Funds

 Other Income

 Grants & Contributions

 Payroll

 Kitchen

 Utilities

 Maintenance/Janitorial/Repair

 Insurance

 Administrative

 Program

 Fundraising/Public Relations

62%10%

2%

26%

68%11%

4%

7%

3%
5%

1%
1%

FINANCIALS AND NUMBERS
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By the  
Numbers 

We rely heavily on the generosity of individuals, grants and special events 

to keep tuition affordable.

62%
Tuition and Fees

10%
Government  

Programs

28%
FUNDING GAP

2019 Fundraising Activities

 Annual Appeal

 Building Blocks

 Grants

 Birdies & Champions Fore Charity 

 Online Auction

 Other Sources

 United Way

4%

3%

4%

10%

27%

6%

46%
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2019 DONORS
Birdies for Charity

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Bailey

Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm Binks

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Brown

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Buroker

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Case, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Curri

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Draeger

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Forlenza

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Fraser III

Mr. Norman Harberger

Mr. & Mrs. Phil Hartman

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Heichel

Heritage Classic Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. John Howe

Mr. & Mrs. Ward Kirby

Mr. & Mrs. Jake Kriney

Mrs. Beryl LaMotte

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Levitt

Mr. & Mrs. Ed Millette

Mr. & Mrs. Ian Murray

Mr. & Mrs. Alphonse Nathewitch

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Palmiero

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Pawlishyn

Mr. & Mrs. Lee Polhill

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Prillaman

Mr. &  Mrs. William Raisch, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Raiti

Mr. & Mrs. David Rapp

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Sanders

Mr. & Mrs. Rick Schorr

Ms. Linda Shaffer

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Siebold

Mr. & Mrs. Don Staffa

Mr. & Mrs. Tim Stehly

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Voight

Rev. Isaac Wilborn Jr.

Col. & Mrs. Richard Wiles 

Building Blocks

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Bailey

Mr. & Mrs. James Berding

Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm Binks

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Bredimus

Mr & Mrs. Rad Darby

Mr. Ed Dowaschinski

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Draeger

Drs. Donald & Lisa Drakeman

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Eberly

Mr. & Mrs. David Ekedahl

Ms. Theodora Feldberg

Mr. & Mrs. James Ferree

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Heichel

Ms. Mary Lou Hiatt

Mr. & Mrs. George Krall

Mr. & Mrs. John Lang

Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Long

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Marlowe

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Mason

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Pawlishyn

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Raiti

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Riggs

Ms. Cristy Robertson

Mr. & Mrs. James L Rowe

Ms. Robin Smith

Mrs. Carol Spengler

The Charles M. Grant Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Tobias

Mr. & Mrs. George Westerfield

Col. & Mrs. Richard Wiles

Grants

Berkeley Hall Charitable Fund, LLC

Coastal Community Foundation

David M Carmines  

Memorial Foundation

Eleanor A. & Bernard H. Breedlove 

Fund of the Community Foundation 

of Greater Atlanta

Hargray Caring Coins Fund

Hilton Head Area  

Association of Realtors

Hilton Head Island Alumnae 

Association of Kappa Kappa Gamma

Long Cove Club Community 

Charitable Fund

Palmetto Electric Trust

St. Andrew by the Sea UMC

St. Francis Thrift Shop

The Bargain Box

The Church Mouse

Ward Family Foundation

Wexford Plantation  

Charitable Foundation

Women’s Association of  

Hilton Head Island 
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Annual Appeal
Mr. & Mrs. Hans Abbink

Mr. & Mrs. David Ames

Mr. Michael Aronstein

Ms. Sandra Benson

Ms. Anne Berkeley

Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm Binks

Mr. Jeffrey Birk
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Black

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Bourgon

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Brown

Mr. & Mrs. Terry Brubaker

Ms. Sheila Buck

Ms. Jean Caplan

Ms. Nadine Chaplin

Ms. Sally Cizmaric

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Cooper

Mr. & Mrs. Elmer Cuthbertson

Mr. & Mrs. Rad Darby

Mr. & Mrs. John Diamond

Mr. Edward Dishart

Ms. Betsy Doughtie

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Draeger

Drs. Donald & Lisa Drakeman

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Eberly, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Eberting

Mr. & Mrs. David Ekedahl

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Flaumenhaft

Mr. & Mrs. William Garrity

Mr. & Mrs. Bubba Gillis

Mr. & Mrs. Marty Gleason

Mr. Norman Harberger

Ms. Susan Hardin

Mr. & Mrs. Phil Hartman

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Heichel

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Hill

Ms. Fredrica Hodges

Ms. Gabriele Hoffmann
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Holland

Mr. & Mrs. John Howe

Mr. Douglas Howe

Mrs. Barbara Johnson

Mr. & Mrs. George Johnson

Mr. & Mrs. Carl Jones

Mr. & Mrs. John Kellom

Ms. Susan Ketchum

Mr. & Mrs. Dudley King

Mr. & Mrs. Ward Kirby

Mr. & Mrs. Jake Kriney

Mr. & Mrs. Kent Lee

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Leff
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Long

Michael & Louise Lynch  

Charitable Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Marlowe

Dr. & Mrs. Charles Mattka

Mrs. Jack McConnell

Mr. & Mrs. Floyd McKeag

Mr. & Mrs. John McLauchlin

Mr. & Mrs. Howard Misthal

Mr. Ed Nahikian

Dr. & Mrs. David Nelson

Mr. & Mrs. William Nimmer

Mr. & Mrs. Joshua W. Parks

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Pawlishyn

Ms. Helen Payne

Mrs. Donald Peirce

Mrs. Lisa Pendley

Mr. & Mrs. Philip Pennington

Mr. & Mrs. David Pierce

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Prillaman

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Raiti

Ms. Jeanne Ricciardelli

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Rodolakis

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Rotella

Mr. & Mrs. James L. Rowe

Mr. & Mrs. Dave Russert

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Sanders

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Sanders

Mr. & Mrs. Horst Schroeder

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Siebold

Ms. Nancy Simonetti

Mr. & Mrs. Mel Slotnick

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Smith

Ms. Judith Snediker

Mr. & Mrs. Tim Stehly

Mr. & Mrs. Ray Stickel

Synovus Bank

The Sisters!! - Church of the Palms UM

Mrs. Thomas Tucker

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Voight

Ms. Linda Warnock

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Welsh

Ms. Orethia White

Col. & Mrs. Richard Wiles

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Wintz

Other Sources & Tributes
Hilton Head Christian Academy 

Hilton Head Island  

Bridge Association 

Hilton Head Realtors Association 

Spaghetti Dinner  

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Hoover

Island Recreation Center  

Italian American Club  

of Hilton Head 

Kroger Community Rewards 

Mako Medical Laboratories

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Marlowe

Mr. & Mrs. Herman Neal

Courtney Nowak Khan

Ms. Susanne Ochsner

Mr. & Mrs. Albert  Prillaman

Rotary Club of Hilton Head Island - 

Sunset  

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Slovensky

South State Bank  

Mr. & Mrs. Tim Stehly

The GE Foundation  

United Way of the Lowcountry Inc. 



BOARD OF TRUSTEES

We have a Board of uniquely talented and dedicated individuals who 

participate with both their heads and their hearts – the perfect combination.

2019 Board of Trustees

BARBARA PAWLISHYN – retired hospital administration 

BOARD CHAIR

TIM STEHLY – retired executive management 

VICE CHAIR

CHRISTINE MCKEAG – retired college instructor 

TREASURER

ROBERT EBERLY, JR. – retired law 

SECRETARY

JOHN HOWE – retired wealth management 

Immediate Past Chair

ROBIN BERKELEY  – retired early education

SANDY BERTHELSEN  – retired educator, community volunteer

LARRY BROWN – retired corporate law

CARL CANNON – human resources consultant

BETSY DOUGHTIE – retired non profit executive (Deep Well)

PHIL HARTMAN  – retired education administration

HELEN (ROSE) JACKSON – South State Bank – Vice President

CARL JONES – retired sales & nonprofit development

NORMAN (JAKE) KRINEY – retired entrepreneur

ALLAN LACOE - realtor

BRIAN MARLOW  – retired executive management

ROBERT MASON – retired info tech executive

MARY SCOTT – former advertising account executive
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