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The Children’s Center

Mission…
Providing affordable, high-quality childhood 
education and childcare services for working 
families in the Lowcountry.

Vision…
Striving to be the standard of excellence for 
early childhood education, development and 
care in the Lowcountry. 

Purpose…
Supporting our community by enabling 
parents to fully participate in the local 
workforce and ensuring every child is ready to 
achieve success upon entering kindergarten.
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Where has the time gone?  Just yesterday we were heading into 2022 still 

wondering what the COVID pandemic had in store.  As the year progressed, 

we found ourselves less worried about a virus and more engaged in 

welcoming volunteers and visitors back onto our Campus.  While we 

continue to face the challenges of low staff levels and long wait lists, we 

are also pleased with the high-quality staff we have added to our already 

incredible team and strengthened our commitment to ensuring wages and 

benefit packages show the value of our early education professionals.

2022 was a year of new additions at our Center, new teachers, new grants, 

new donors, and new events. We are most proud of our new graduates, 

a for-profit business might consider this their premier product and we are 
proud to report that our graduates (our products) achieved a collective 

kindergarten readiness score of over 90%, that’s an A on any grading 

scale.  This foundation prepares them for success entering into their formal 

education years.

The Children’s Center is a First Steps 4K partner. South Carolina First Steps 

is the states only dedicated, comprehensive early childhood initiative 

focused on getting children ready for school and life success. (www.

scfirststeps.org)  This is our second year of offering this free PreK program 
for income qualified families.

Affordable childcare is a vital need for parents across our nation and 

locally, many believe it is the lynch pin to a vibrant and healthy economy.  

Affordability is the mission of The Children’s Center in conjunction with high-

quality educational programming.  Pre-pandemic, it was almost impossible 
to engage in a meaningful conversation about the value of childcare unless 

the conversation was with a parent or possibly a grandparent. Today, it is a 

critical issue on lips from Washington DC to Columbia to Hilton Head. The 

necessity of high-quality early education and childcare is important today 

as an economic driver of the local economy and tomorrow for the personal 

family stability of generations to come. 

To our donors, we applaud your vision to invest in the future of our Island.  

To our event sponsors, we celebrate your willingness to take a risk on new 

events that returned a better than projected response.  To our volunteers, 

your presence brightens young lives and adds variety and positive 

interactions in each child’s development.  To our community partners, we 

are honored to work beside you to make Hilton Head and the Lowcountry 

a better place for everyone.  We hope you see, thought the pages of this 

report the impact you make through your support.

Honored to be your partner in child and community development,

Jody L. Levitt 
Executive Director

A Word from  
Our Executive Director
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Inspirational Stories

Many families appreciate the sliding scale tuition available at 

The Children’s Center. Stories like Tereasa’s are prevalent in the 

families we serve. Tereasa is a single mother of three beautiful, 

energetic, and bright children. The oldest is now in elementary 

school but attended The Children’s Center for preschool. 

Brother and sister enrolled as infants and have grown to be 

kindergarten and PreK age. While Tereasa holds a position in 

health care administration, she struggles with three children on 

her own. Without the sliding scale tuition structure, she says, 

“there is no way I could pay childcare and would not be able to 

work and support my family. My job requires 8 hours a day and 

if I couldn’t count on TCC for after care too, I’d be lost.”

Natasha is the 

mother of two 

children at our Center. 

Rensie just “graduated” from the 

Sea Horse class (infant room) to the Sand 

Castles (one-year class). Rensie came to TCC  

at six months. She has learned to share toys, sing and  

dance and is beginning to repeat simple words. Her brother 

Rolland has moved from the two-year-old class to the three-

year-old class. He is starting to speak in full sentences, 

associating cause and effect and learning to kick and throw 

the balls on the playground. These all sound like simple, 

natural steps in development, but without the consistent 

and loving care of their teachers, there is no guarantee these 

children would be developmentally “on track” for their age. 

Both children are learning English as a second language here 

at our Center as well.

Mom, Natasha, says she is thrilled with the strides her children 

have made and truly amazed by what they have learned. She 

is grateful that her children have a place to come so she can 

work every day. She says, “Me encanta estar aquí porque 

a mis bebés les encanta. Puedo trabajar y ellos pueden 
aprender.” (I love it here because my babies love it. I can work 

and they can learn.)
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Roberto Hernandez and his family moved to the United States 

two years ago from Costa Rica. He has two daughters named 

Amy and Sarah who are six and four, and both girls attend 

The Children’s Center. Before attending the Center, his wife 

was unable to work because she was caring for their girls, and 

it created a complicated financial situation for their family as 
they needed both incomes to provide for their family. After 

hearing about The Children’s Center from friends, they decided 

to check it out and Roberto says, “The Children’s Center has 

changed our lives in a big way. My wife and I are both able to 

work, our girls have learned English [they spoke only Spanish 

two short years ago], and both girls have made wonderful 

friends. The skills and experiences our girls have gained makes 

us so happy.” 

MaKayla has two young children who were staying with their 

75-year young grandfather while she worked two jobs to 

support everyone. Her children, Auria – age 9 months and 

Kamarion – age 2 were both energetic and happy with their 

grandfather. MaKayla notice that granddad was limping and 

after seeing a doctor, was diagnosed with Rheumatoid Arthritis. 

He began struggling to care for the children. MaKayla was 

going to have to quit her job if she could not find a place for her 
children. It took nearly four months, but finally openings became 
available for both children. Being a single mother and caregiver 

for her elderly father, the tuition assistance she received was 

critical to helping her balance an already tight financial situation. 

Both Auria and Kamarion are developing 

at age levels and Kamarion is beginning  

to cultivate new friendships with other 

children in his class. He has significantly 
increased his vocabulary and surprises 

mom with some of the words he uses and 

understands. Auria is walking and enjoys 

her newfound mobility and freedom. 

MaKayla says The Children’s Center  

has been a blessing in so many ways  

for she and her father, but even more for 

her children.
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DEEP WELL 
Weekend Food Bags & Home  
to Circles Program

GREATER ISLAND COUNCIL 
Childcare Task Force

BEAUFORT COUNTY  
SCHOOL DISTRICT  
Summer Slide Collaborators

LOWCOUNTRY EARLY 
CHILDHOOD COALITION & 
LOWCOUNTRY BASICS  
Involved in launch of Lowcountry 
Basics coming in 2023

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF 
THE LOWCOUNTRY 
Executive Leadership Program & Board 
Development Education

USCB COMPUTER SCIENCE 
Dr. Ronald Erdei, developmental 
milestone tracking database development

Community Partnerships 
Adding value to programs and families.
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CELEBRATION DINNER  
April 29, 2022  

Sea Pines Country Club 

$117,141

While the original event was 

scheduled just as COVID hit, the 

eventual result achieved was 

beyond expectations.

SWING FOR THE FUTURE 
September 19, 2022  

Wexford Golf Club 

$41,888 

Partnering with Wexford for the 
2nd annual golf event could not 

have been better. Golfers reported, 

“Best tournament ever!” “Count 

me in for next year.”

TOT TROT 
August 5, 2022  

Jarvis Creek Park 

$20,639 

This second time activity partnered 

our classrooms with the community 

for a virtual giving opportunity in 

conjunction with an outdoor fun 

experience for our children.

Fundaraising Events

100% of the Board of Trustees made personal contributions to The Children’s Center in 2022.

Annual Gala

CELEBRATE!
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Individual Donors
Doug & Lisa Adamsky

Kenny Ahern

Jack & Mary Stuart Alderman

Scott & Michelle Allen

Bill & Gail Allen

Marilyn Allpress

David & Nancy Ames

Mayra Amoretti

Rick Anderson

Michael Aronstein

Judy Baccei

Tom & Peggy Bailey

Kaelie Balz

Belinda Bankston

Ashlie Barnes

Ana Beas

Tom Beaver

Tom & Kathy Beaver 

Karl & Barbara Becker

Sandy Benson

Jeff & Barbara Benz
Tom Benz

Jim & Connie Berding 

Robin Berkeley

Margaret Berkery

Steve & Peggy Berry

Richard & Sandy Berthelsen

Malcolm & Jillian Binks

Lisa Bisgard

Barry & Karen Bittman

Joe & Kaye Black

Chris Blankenship

John Blickstead

Kate Boardman

Neil Boderman

Dick & Rosemary Bourgon

Ben & Kayla Boyter

Don & Terri Brashears 

Tracy Breinich 

Mike & Mary Briggs

Jessica Brinsa

Larry & Ann Brown

Stewart & Judith Brown

Terry & Nancy Brubaker

Bob & Sheila Buck

Cathy Buckman

Paul & Denise Bujak

Jim & Sherre Bunch

Lindsay Bunting 

David Burke

Jim & Thor Burns

Dottie Byers

Kenneth & Joan Campbell

Carl Cannon

Jane Carano

Cynthia Carroll

Stephen Carter

Jack & Susan Case Jr.

William Chiappetta

Craig & Brenda Christiansen

Tom Clark

Tom & Vera Cloud 

Rick & Sarah Coffin
Missi Colella

Leah Coll

Mike & Cheri Combee

George & Barbara Cook

Vincent Cook

Nancy Coto

David Cousins

John & Celia Cunningham

Bill & Carmen Cunningham

Joe & Jeanine Czul

Alicia Daly

Rad & Toni Darby

Ted David 

Kimberly Davis

Louise Dawson

Steve & Karen Deal 

Robin Dease

Bill Devine

John & Nancy Diamond

Lisa Diehl 

Meredith DiMuzio

Edward Dishart

James Donavon

Betsy Doughtie

Dennis & Carol Draeger

Don & Lisa Drakeman

Carolyn Drost

Richard Ducharme

Jean Duffy 
Alison Dugan 

Lisa Dunhour 

Paul & Denise Eberly

Bob & Katherine Eberly, Jr.

Robert & Meg Eberly, III

Fred & Sandra Eberting

Brigitte Eigenmann

David & Patty Ekedahl

Julie Etter 

Mary Etter 

John Feeny

Jim & Karen Ferree

Frank & Elissa Flaumenhaft

Edward & Susan Forbes

Lawrence Forlenza

Quin Fort

Tina Franklin

Ron Froehling

Jose Fuentes

Christopher & Larissa Garniewicz

Gary & Marjoree Gaynor

Anthony Gebhardt

Bob & Karen Gentzler

Carol Gibbons

Marty & Lenore Gleason

Charles & Karen Gobrecht

Greg Goodrich

Kenny Goodson

Conrad Goss

Steve & Jackie Gottfried

Carolyn Grant

Bob & Ann Grassi

Jay Graves

Walt & Angie Greenfield

2022 Donors
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Amy Greiff
Cary Griffin
Steve & Gretchen Griggs

Aaron Grooms

Frederick & Carol Hack

Norm Harberger

Susan Hardin

Judy Hardt

Bill & Linda Harlan, Jr.

Joe & Lynne Harris

Leanne Harrison

Michael & Susan Harter

Phil & Dena Hartman

Christopher & Owen Hartmann

Lisa Harvey

Roy & Cathy Havens

William & Nancy Haverland

David Hay

Trish Heichel

Gary Henderson

Don & Candace Hendrickson

Gloryvee Hernandez

Jennifer Hiatt

Mary Lou Hiatt

Jim & Joanna Hicks

Thom & Lynn Hill 

Angie Hjertstedt

Gabriele Hoffmann 
Thomas Hogg

Jack & Cynthia Holland

Janet Holland

Miles Hollis

Raymond Hollis

Daniele Holmes

Bob & Susan Holt

Lyn Holt 

Larry & Nancy Hoover

Kim Hopkins

Jerome & Linda Horwitz

John & Mary Howe

Rose Jackson-Knighten

William Jasien

Joseph John

Barbara Johnson

Wayne Johnson

Elizabeth Jones

Katie Jones

Mary Jones

Gus & Judy Kane

Sheryl & Sandy Kaufman

Carol Kavanaugh-Arrington

Laura Keenan

John & Linda Kellom

John & Teresa Kelly

Karen Kirby

Scott & Michelle Kirkpatrick

Kevin Klobucar

Mike Kocis

Marianne Krall

Jake & Margie Kriney

Todd Kriney

Ken & Sue Kroupa

Cynthia Kuehner

Robert & Karen Kuhn

Allan & Gloria LaCoe

Andrew Lambuth

John & Carol Lang

Frank & Lyn Lapari

Linda Laughlin

Wende Laurin

Armand & Lillian LeBlanc

Martha Lee

Nancy Jordan Lee 

Bob & Sharon Leff
Rob & Sandy Lembo

Dan Lesnak

Tom & Jody Levitt

Chris & Kimberly Lewis

Frank & Lynn Lipari

Veronica Llizo

Jeff & Jill Locker
Bob & Marge Locker

Freida London

Theodore & Antonia Long, Jr.

LIL Lontai

Krista Lopez

Judith Lowe

Bonnie Maguire

Barbara Maione

Margaret Maira

Alan & Cindy Maloy

John Marcinowski

Kathy Markham

Brian & Darlene Marlowe

Jaden Marshall

Bob & Eloise Mason

Charles & Roberta Mattka

Mark & Alora McAlister

Ed & Ann McBrien

Mary Ellen McConnell

Casey McCullion

Mike & Kate McCullion

Debra McCullion 

Michael McDonald

Paul & MC McEvoy

Floyd & Christine McKeag

Mike & Jan McKelvey

Janna McKinney

John & Ellie McLauchlin

Andy & Sarah McMillen

Jill Merriman

Alexandria Messer

Arbin Meza

Bill & Mary Margaret Miller

Ed & Nancy Millette

Howard & Angela Misthal

Paul Moeri

Allan Molina

Janet Moore

Jeovana Mora

Tom & Kay Morton

Colin & Anne Moseley

Daniel & Laren Moskowitz

Mary Murray

William Murray

Lynn Mustazza

Al & Mary Nathewitch

Bob & Ellen Navarre
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Felicia Neczypor

David & Janie Nelson

Hank & Sue Noble

Mary Noonan

Jeff Norford
Gwendolyn Nugent

Annabelle O’Grady

David Oom

David & Becky Pardue

Bob & Barbara Pawlishyn

Helen Payne

Carol Ann Peck

John Pelin

Carrie Peterson

Michael Petrilli

David Pierce

David & Ellie Pierce

Allan & Nancy Pinne

Dale Planicka

Rebecca Powers

Nancy Presley

Albert & Carol Prillaman

Glenn Prillaman

Bernie & Patricia Pskowski

Charlene Rabb

Bill & Jan Raisch

Frank & Stephanie Raiti

Patricia Rawls

Dee Ray

Mary Reed

Tim Regan

Bryan Rhoden

Larry & Jeanne Ricciardelli

Lyle Richards

Bernie & Nancy Riedel 

Cristy Robertson

Debbie Robertson

Kylie Robertson

Blake & Marjorie Robinson

Veronica Rolf

Tim & Beverly Rose

Luanne Rosenfeld

Patrick Rossi

Bob & Virginia Rotella

Bonnie Rothwell

Teodora Roush

Jimmy & Phyllis Rowe

Jennifer Rush

Lee Russell

Rick & Ginnie Russo

Charles & Jill Sanders

Larry & Eddie Sanders

Peter & Joan Sanders

Larissa Schenck

Matthew Schreiner

Paul & Alison Schreiner

Philip Schreiner

Horst & Gisela Schroeder

Linda Schultz

George Scott

Ann Scott

Jody Sedler

Suzanne Seiffert
Gale Seikle

Margaret Sewell

Michael Sewell

Linda Shaffer
Jon Shaver

Kathy Shea

Mike & Lisa Shea Pendley

Ruth Sheak

Bill & Bonnie Sheridan

Wally & Christine Shoczolek

Bruce & Andrea Siebold

Steve & Judy Siegelbaum

Stuart & Linda Silver

Anna Sirmons

Lisa Sisko

Stan & Marjory Smith

Tom & Greta Smythe

Roger Soens, Jr.

Gerald & Marsha Spencer

Timothy Spilde

Karen Spohn

Chelon Stanzel

Tim & Peggy Stehly

Kelly Sterling

Lee & Debbie Stevens

Ray & Doris Stickel

Carmella Stine

Pat Stites

Todd & Monica Stites

Jim & Carol Stitt

Judy Storm

Spencer Stouffer
Liz Strimpfel

Joe & Barbara Strojnowski

David & MC Strong

Brad Tadlock

David & Kristy Thomas

Bob & Karen Thompson

Steve & Colleen Thompson

Tom & Caroline Tucker

Mike and Melinda Tunner

Jean Vahey

Casey Vanderveer

Melissa Jean Vermilyea

Jerry & Connie Voight

Chuck & Taffy Wallace
Jack & Jean Ward

David Washington

Gavin Watkis

April Watson

Robert & Karen Watson

Donna Watson 

Tyler & Jade Weaver

Rachel Webster

Cary Welker

John Wellner

Margaret Wellons

Corinne Wells

Mike Welsh

Jen Westerfeld

George Westerfield
Dale Westover

Dave & Patty Wetmore

Cindy Whalen

John Whidden

2022 Donors
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Celso & Maria White

Orethia White

Isaac Wilborn Jr.

Dick & Barbara Wiles

Bob & Jane Wintz

Sonja Wojtkowiak

Martha Worthy

Stanley Xenakis

Amy Yaniero

Mary Lou Yannucci

Bill Youngblood

Josiah Zeigler

Marajean Zodtner

Paul & Cheryl Zorch

Corporate & Foundation 
Contributions
Amazon Smiles 

Anonymous 

Bead Studio + Design 

Beaufort County Human Services Alliance 

Beaufort Orthopaedic Sports  
and Spine Center 

Berkeley Hall Charitable Fund, LLC 

Bishop Eye Center 

Bruno Landscape and Nursery 

Cambridge Building, Inc 

Charleston ENT Associates 

Charlestowne Cabinets 

Charlie’s L’etoile Verte 

Club Car of Hilton Head 

Coastal Community Foundation 

Coastal Gymnastics Center 

Community Foundation of the 
Lowcountry 

Connected HHI 

Core Pilates LLC 

David M Carmines Memorial Foundation 

Eleanor A & Bernard H Breedlove 

Foundation Endowment 

Enliten Salon 

Entertainment Financial Services, Inc 

Evelyn and Arthur, Inc. 

Griswald Home Care 

Hammerhead Builders 

Hargray Caring Coins Fund 

Hargray Communications

Harris Teerer

Heritage Classic Foundation 

Hickory Fund 

Hilton Head Insurance and Brokers 

Hilton Head Island Alumnae Association 
of Kappa Kappa Gamma

Hilton Head Island Bridge Association

Hilton Head Island Community Church

Hilton Head Plantation Newcomers

Hilton Head Security Systems, Inc. 

Hit Run Steal LLC

Hosts4Community

Icon Golf of South Carolina

IMC Resort Services, Inc. 

Island Recreation Center

Italian American Club of Hilton Head

J. McLaughlin

John Kilmer Interior Design

Jolley Law Group

Junior League Sustainers of the 
Lowcountry

Kappa Delta Foundation

Kenneth Kowalyk, DMD 

Kroger Community Rewards

Lands Heating & Air

Long Cove Club Community Charitable 
Fund

Love Thy Neighbor Foundation 

May River Dermatology

Mercedes Benz of Hilton Head

Mike Reichenbach Chevrolet, Inc. 

Mortgage Network

Nitelites of Hilton Head & Bluffton
Oceanside Electric

Optim Orthopedics

P.E.O of Hilton Head

Palatial Homes Design, LLC 

Palmetto Dental Arts PA

Palmetto Dunes Cares

Palmetto Electric Trust

Palmetto Pediatrics of the Lowcountry LLC

Palmettoes, Inc 

Pinnacle Financial Partners

POPS of Hilton Head Island

ROC Dental Group

Rose Hearing

Rotary Club of Hilton Head Island

Rotary Club of Hilton Head Island - Sunset

Schembra Real Estate Group, LLC

Scotts Fish Market

Sea Smiles Pediatric Dentistry, PLLC 

SERG Restaurant Group LLC

Servpro of Beaufort County

South State Bank

St. Francis Thrift Shop

State Farm

Stretch Zone Hilton Head

Synovus

The Bargain Box

The Brenevity Community Fund

The Charles M. Grant Foundation

The Church Mouse

The Eberly Foundation

The Hobbs Foundation

The Jazz Corner

The Sisters!! - Church of the Palms UMC

Triad Design Group

United Way of the Lowcountry Inc

Vault Risk Management Services

Watterson Family Foundation

Weichert Realtors

Wexford Plantation Charitable Foundation

Whole Foods Market

Windermere Insurance Group

Women In Philanthropy

Women of St. Francis

Women’s Association of Hilton Head Island
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2022 Revenue Sources 2022 Fundraising Sources

2022 Expenses

 Tuition and Fees

 Government Programs

 Fundraising

 Grants

 Mail Appeals

 Special Events

 United Way

 Community Partnerships

 Staffing Costs

 Food Program

 Campus Facility

 Administrative

 Fundraising/PR

 Tuition Assistance

2022 Financials

51%

29%

20%

45%

22%

22%

3%
8%

65%
7%

14%

7%

4%
3%
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Board of Trustees

DID YOU KNOW?  
THE CHILDREN’S CENTER…

…was founded in 1967.

…�is�the�2nd�oldest�non-profit�on�Hilton�Head�Island.

… receives NO funding from Beaufort County.

…has NO debt.

… is the only Center to offer a sliding tuition based on  
income and family size.

… provides care for children 6 weeks to 8 years old.

…is open from 6:30 am to 6:00 pm.

… provides care for up to 200 children daily.

… provides Saturday care during peak tourist season.

… graduates mastered kindergarten readiness standards  
at a rate of over 90%.

… starts salaries at $15/hour with no previous experience.

…offers employees discounted (up to free) tuition.

…has 2 employees with 40+ years of service.

BOARD CHAIR

Retired Executive Manager

Tim Stehly

TREASURER

Retired College Instructor

Christine McKeag

Retired Early Educator

Robin Berkeley

Retired Nonprofit Executive

Betsy Doughtie

Vice President, South State Bank

Helen (Rose) Jackson

Pinnacle Financial Partners – Office Leader

Kimberly Lewis

VICE CHAIR

Retired Attorney

Robert Eberly, Jr.

SECRETARY 

Retired Wealth Management

John Howe

Retired Educator, Community Volunteer

Sandy Berthelsen

Jenkins, Esquivel & Fuentes – Partner

José Fuentes

Retired Marketing and Fundraising Consultant

Teresa Kelly

Retired Info Tech Executive

Robert Mason

Magazine Publisher

Meredith DiMuzio

Retired CPA

Gretchen Griggs

Retired Entrepreneur

Norman (Jake) Kriney

Retired Marketing Executive

Ann McBrien
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Hilton Head Island
South Carolina
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info@thechildrenscentersc.org

843.681.2739

www.thechildrenscentersc.org

Get involved!


